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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2005—06 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 966

I ntroduced by Assembly Member Saldana

February 18, 2005

An act to add Article 14 (commencing with Section 25251) to
Chapter 6.5 of Division 20 of the Health and Safety Code, relating to
hazardous waste.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 966, as amended, Saldana. Bental-Hazardous waste: dental
amalgam-separaters waste: best practices.

(1) Existing law requires the Department of Toxic Substances
Control to issue hazardous waste facilities permits for the treatment of
hazardous waste. A violation of the hazardous waste control laws is a
crime.

Thls b|II Would requwe the—Depaﬁment—eﬁf—'Fe*%ubsffaﬁees—eeﬁﬂei

owner or operator of a dental-praetices practice, on and after July 1,

2007, to-instal-an-approved-amalgam-separatorane-to implement-the
specified best management practices;—as—speeified; to minimize the

discharge of ‘mercury into Wastewater%e—biﬂ—weum—exemp{—eelﬁt&m
app%eved—amalg&m—separa{% The bill would require the owner or

operator to maintain specified records onsite, and to make the records
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available for inspection by the enforcement agency. The bill would
define the enforcement agency as the local or regional agency with
regulatory authority over wastewater discharges into the sanitary or

comblned sewer system for a Jurlsdlctlon Zlihe—bm—weﬂld—reqﬂﬁe—&ﬂ

Because a violation of the requirements imposed by the bill would
be a crime under other, existing provisions of the hazardous waste
control laws, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program
by creating new crimes.

(2) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that with regard to certain mandates no
reimbursement is required by this act for specified reasons.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
SECTION 1. Article 14 (commencing with Section 25251) is

added to Chapter 6.5 of Division 20 of the Health and Safety
Code, to read:

Avrticle 14. Managementef-Mereury-Dental-Amalgam-Best

management Practices for Dental Amalgam Waste

25251. The Legislature finds and declares all of the
9 following:
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(a) The State Water Quality Control Board establishes limits
for chemicals for all local publicly owned treatment works, and
the nine California regional water quality control boards are
charged by the Legislature with protecting the quality of
California’s waters.

(b) There is regulatory concern over the cumulative impact
from the release, in waste water of mercury from all sources,
including the potential release in waste water of mercury from
dental amalgam.

(c) Dental amalgam is a mixture of elemental mercury, silver,
tin, and copper.

(d) The Department of Toxic Substances Control classifies
dental amalgam as a universal waste and requires dental offices
to capture and recycle dental amalgam before it enters the waste
stream.

(e) Mercury is widely recognized as a toxic pollutant.

() Mercury, in various forms and at relatively low
concentrations, can cause serious health problems.

(g) Wastewater treatment plants typically discharge their
treated wastewater into natural water systems, including lakes,
rivers, bays, and the ocean. In California, biosolids collected
before the release of that wastewater are typically spread on or
incorporated into the landscape, disposed of in landfills, or
burned.

25251.1. As used in this article, the following terms have the
following meanings:

(@) “Amalgam” means a substance consisting of elemental
mercury as its principal element that is mixed with silver—and

, tin, and copper, and is used in the restoration
of a dental cavity or a broken tooth.
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(b) “Amalgam capsule” means a container—deviee in which
silver alloy is intended to be mixed with mercury to form the
amalgam.

(c) “Amalgam waste” means any of the following:

(1) Noncontact or scrap amalgam.

(2) Contact amalgam, including, but not limited to, extracted
teeth containing amalgam.

(3) Amalgam or amalgam sludge captured by chairside traps,
vacuum pump filters, screens, and other devices.

(4) Used amalgam capsule.

(5) teaking Damaged or unusable amalgam capsule.

{&—Approved—amalgam—separator~—means—an—amalgam
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(d) “Enforcement agency” means the local or regional agency
with regulatory authority over wastewater discharges into the
sanitary or combined sewer system of a jurisdiction.

amalgam-separator:

25251.2. On-and-afterJduly-1,-2606 (a) On and after July 1,
2007, an owner or operator of a-dental-practice-shal-mplement
the-best-management-practices-to-reduce-the-amount-of-mereury
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dental practlce shaII |mplement aII of the
followmg best management practices to reduce the amount of
mercury in the wastewater:

(1) Eliminate the use of bulk elemental mercury, and recycle
or dispose of, as hazardous waste, all bulk elemental mercury.

(2) Limit the amount of amalgam used to the smallest
appropriate size for a restoration, and maintain a variety of sizes
of amalgam capsules on hand to more closely match the amount
triturated to the amount needed in the restoration of a tooth.

(3) Install and frequently change the plastic disposable
chairside amalgam traps in both the vacuum system and cuspidor
of each operatory where restoration work is done.

(4) Not rinse the disposable chairside amalgam traps in a
sink.

(5) Not use sodium hypochlorite to disinfect vacuum lines.

(6) Change vacuum pump filters and screens once per month,
or as directed by the manufacturer.

(7) Store discarded vacuum screens, including all water that
may be present, in a sealed plastic airtight container with other
amalgam waste.

(8) Service the vacuum system, at least once every six months,
or more frequently, if necessary to maintain suction.

(9) Use a licensed recycling contractor to recycle the
amalgam waste or a licensed hazardous waste hauler to remove
the amalgam waste.

(10) Maintain, for at least three years, a written or
computerized log of amalgam waste generated and amalgam
waste removed from a vacuum system or plumbing.

(11) Obtain and maintain, for at least three years, records of
receipts or other certified documents from the recycler or
hazardous waste hauler of amalgam waste recycling and
disposal shipments made.

(12) Store amalgam waste in an airtight container.

(13) Follow the instructions, if any, from the licensed recycler
or hazardous waste hauler for the disinfection of waste and
separation of contact and noncontact amalgam.

(14) Not use disinfectant solution with oxidizers, including, but
not limited to, bleach.
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(15) Not add water and waste fixer to a container storing
amalgam waste.

(16) Maintain a staff training log on the proper handling,
management, and disposal of mercury-containing material and
fixer-containing solution.

(b) The owner or operator shall maintain, onsite, records
showing that staff has been trained in the implementation of the
best management practices specified in subdivision (a). The
records shall be made available for inspection upon the request
of the enforcement agency.
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25251.3. This article shall not be construed to prohibit a local
jurisdiction from enacting and enforcing more stringent
ordinances or regulations regulating mercury discharge from
dental practices.

SEC. 2 No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XI11B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the
penalty for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section
17556 of the Government Code, or changes the definition of a
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1 crime within the meaning of Section 6 of Article XII1 B of the
2 California Constitution.
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